
Timetable of Events 
(venues for these are in the information leaflet) 

 

Tuesday 16th May 
10.30 Coffee Concert with the Border Tarts    Free 
14.00 Folk Workshop with Pat Oldale      Free 
 
Wednesday 17th May 
10.30 Event outside the Guildhall       Free 
16.00  Ave Verum workshop with Nick Milburn   £5  
 
Thursday 18th May 
10.30  Coffee Concert with Thursday Singers    Free 
16.00  Disney Workshop with Nick Milburn    £5 
19.00  Sign up/Sing in and Sing rehearsal for Saturday  Free 
 
Friday 19th May       
10.30  Coffee Cabaret with Joe  and friends    Free 
16.00  Choral conducting workshop with Nick Milburn  £5 
19.00  Concert of Delights with Heather Cattanach,  
Holly Beckmyer, Harris Playfair and Sam Lord    £10 
 
 

Saturday 20th May 
18.30 Singfest Finale      £10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information please email the singfest team: 
singfestberwick@gmail.com 

 
 

For full details and booking, see berwickea.org 
 

Tuesday May 16th  
to  

Saturday May 20th 



Sam Lord 

Sam is an accomplished pianist and woodwind specialist. 

As a Head of Music for 13 years, Sam nurtured many a 

young talent as well as developing the Songwaves Project 

across 8 schools in Northumberland. Other projects have 

included On the Line and specialist folk events with Sage 

Gateshead and Folkworks and the chance to be part of the Cultural Olympiad 

in 2010 

 

As Project Coordinator at the Maltings Sam has overseen a variety of projects 

including Great Song of the North, Roman Baca’s Rite of Spring, The          

Snowman, Berwick Festival Opera Productions and Metal Baroque.  

 

Currently Sam is the accompanist for Kelso Amateur Operatic Society,          

Manager of Bader’s Big Band and the Music Coordinator for the Memory      

Laners   Music Activity Sessions which she thoroughly enjoys.  She also works 

with schools and community groups generating a variety of music projects for 

them including for BEA’s Berwick Music Series 

 

A composer and arranger in the Borders, Sam is also an established performer 

in a variety of different ensembles - Borders and Bader’s Big Bands, Earl Grey 

Saxes, Ocks Ceilidh, Berwick Festival Opera , Scottish Blend, and local operatic 

society orchestras to name a few. Over the years she has played with musi-

cians as diverse as Sandra Kerr, Michael Copley, Don Lusher, Kenny Baker and 

Stephen Hough and was lucky enough to have An A Craw Can Sing An Aw for 

Bass Clarinet written for her by Matthew Rooke 

Chris Achenbach 

Chris Achenbach (born 1956) is a newly-retired       

Music therapist, music animateur, composer and         

author.  

Since 1992 he has worked extensively in the field of 

community music with organisations in the Borders and elsewhere.  

His numerous compositions include two one-act operas on Borders themes 

(Whaup of the Rede and Muckle-Mou’d Meg), two musical scores (Sweeney 

Todd and The Water Babies) for Borders Youth Theatre productions, and  

Lament and Flourish for woodwind and Border pipes, commissioned to mark 

the reopening of the Borders Railway in 2015.  

He has conducted his own works on several occasions.  

His book, Creative Music in Groupwork, was published in 1997.  

He leads the Borders Big Band and is Director of Music at Holy Trinity,     
Melrose and Langlee Community Choir. 

 
True Thomas (2023) 

 
True Thomas is a new, large-scale piece, currently in composition, scored for 

adult and youth choirs, soloists and instrumental              ensemble. It is 

based around the ancient Borders ballad of Thomas the Rhymer, featuring 

this and other Borders songs such as Ca’ the Yowes, The Broom of the 

Cowdenknowes and Jeanie’s Black E’e, as well as a fresh treatment of the 

relationship between Thomas and the Queen of the Fairies. 



 Paul Micah Castledine 
Bass-baritone 
 

Paul’s ‘professional’ singing career started at primary 

school when he played Alfred P Dolittle in ‘My Fair Lady’. 

He also was a member of the local church choir.  The choir 

stood in for Truro Cathedral choir when they were on their 

leave. 

 
Paul attended Christ’s Hospital School where he was a chorister and was in-
volved in many performances most notably at Chartres Cathedral and Royal Al-
bert Hall.  At this time he was also  a member of the National Youth Theatre 
where he performed at the Edinburgh fringe festival in ‘Captain Strirrick’. 

 
After leaving school Paul studied at The Royal Marines School of Music on Tuba, 
trombone and Double bass.  He was fortunate to perform all over the 
world.  During his service he played a memorable Tuba solo in the presence of 
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip at a private engagement. 

 
Paul’s career took a non musical turn when he followed his grandfathers foot-
steps and joined Fife Constabulary.  But music was not far away as he joined 
both the Scottish Police Choir and the British Police Symphony Orchestra. 
Following a call from Opera De Bauge Paul performed in three operas over three 
weeks in the south of France, Marriage of Figaro, Pagliacci and Madama Butter-
fly. 

 
Paul has performed with the Earl Grey Saxes including singing at Berwick Festival 
in their Metal Baroque concert with his rendition of The Cold Song by Purcell. 
Currently Paul is an active Supporting Artist for television and film.  His appear-
ances include a choir member in `Princess switch 3’ for Netflix and performing 
alongside Strictly’s Giovanni in a soon to be released independent film. 

Rachel Dyson 

 Northumbrian soprano Rachel Dyson was with the Esto-

nian National in Tallinn for six years where she per-

formed in various operas, oratorios, concerts and musi-

cals from Wagner’s Fliegende Hollander through to    

Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro (2nd bridesmaid) and Hinde-

mith’s Cardillac. With the Opera she toured Estonia, Scandinavia, Moscow 

and the Baltic states with over 30 different productions and concerts. 

Now back in the UK she is a freelance soprano soloist, her performances 

have included the William Shield Festival in Gateshead, Humperdinck’s Han-

sel and Gretel (Gretel) for the Lit and Phil Society, NEPAC Last Night of the 

Proms at The Sage Gateshead, Carluccio's Italian Opera Nights, Colombina 

in Lusvardi’s comic opera Colombo Tutto Tondo at the Galway Festival, and 

the following roles for Rocket Opera: Mozart’s Don Giovanni (Donna Anna), 

Bizet’s Carmen (Micaela), Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas (Belinda), Sullivan’s The 

Mikado (Yum Yum), The Pirates of Penzance (Mabel) and Trial by Jury (The 

Plaintiff) at the Maltings Theatre. Various oratorio engagements throughout 

Britain have included Bach’s Johannes Passion for the Bury Bach Choir, Tip-

pett’s A Child of our Time for Hexham Orpheus and various Messiah’s, Glori-

as and Creations. 

She is also passionate about teaching the next generation of singers and 

currently teaches voice at Longridge Towers School and for the county in 

various schools in Berwick and Wooler. Her previous education work has 

been for Dame Allans School, Central High for Girls, Emmanuel Schools 

Foundation, The Sage Gateshead and Braeburn international School in     

Nairobi. 



Julian Joe Pope 

  

Julian or 'Joe' was told at 16, at an audition for a singer in a 

band, that he should 'Come back when you’re older..... 

can't sing'. So, after a short interlude of 14 years and a 

brief spell in the British Army he taught himself to sing and 

gained the courage to get on a stage on his own.. 

 

Currently, he sings as a solo artist, has 2 albums for sale that he fully wrote & rec-

orded himself (Through a curtain of angels Pt1 & Pt 2). 

 

He has been in numerous groups as a ’frontman’ and now sings with the Bader Big 

Band which is not only a great love of his, but also a recognised privilege. 

  

Joe sees the power of music in the community and  has given his time willingly to 

perform in residential and care homes in his local area. 

  

He is also an advocate for national and international veterans of the 1st and 2nd 

Gulf War that were made ill due to chemical & biological warfare. 

At present he is very much at the beck and call of his 2 Bichons.  He is a massive 

dog lover.  

He firmly believes that dogs have an incredible power to heal the mind and soul 

where other treatments just cannot even come close  

Holly Beckmyer 
 

Based in London, UK, Holly Beckmyer is a Canadian soprano,    
instrumentalist, and educator, known for her coloratura, versatili-
ty of skills and specialisation in post-tonal music. Holly graduated 
from the Canadian College of Performing Arts and achieved her 
diploma in music performance at Vancouver Community College 
before completing further operatic training under the tutelage of 
David Meek and Robin Klassen at Vancouver Academy of Music. 

 
With a career spanning opera, musical theatre, celtic music, and songwriting,      
favourite performances include a tour of Canada with Canadiana Musical Theatre's 
Pier 21: The Musical, Adele in Die Fledermaus with North Shore Light Opera,     
Belinda in Dido and Aeneas with West Coast Opera Studio, Nella in Gianni Schicchi, 
and Pierrot in Pierrot Lunaire in Vancouver, 2016. Holly also sang in the chorus for 
Tianjin Opera’s Thunderstorm and in Fighting Chance Production’s Ragtime, in    
addition to supporting roles in Opera Mariposa’s Elektra and DragonDiva Operatic 
Theatre’s Le Nozze de Figaro. Soloist work includes An Easter Recital with Vancou-
ver Island Opera, featuring Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, and The First Woman: a      
celebration of music written by women, with Heather Cattanach, in Scotland, 2019.   
 

Holly is also a composer and songwriter, producing two albums of her own work, 
most recently of which is Opposites Refract, hailed for its emotional resonance and 
sincerity, as well as its creative use of instrumentation and acoustics, all written, 
arranged and performed by Holly. 
 
As a multi-faceted performer, Holly is also known as a confident actor, dancer, 
celtic fiddler, and instrumentalist, working in both film and as a session musician. 
Some recent credits include Netflix’s Virgin River (S2E1), session fiddler with 604 
Records’ Danielle Ryan, and actor/thereminist for Chiquita Banana’s Solar Eclipse 
commercial campaign. 
 
Passionate about 20th century and contemporary classical music, as well as extend-
ed vocal technique, Holly’s repertoire encompasses Schoenberg, Berg, Boulanger, 
Debussy, Barber, Bernstein, Britten, Strauss, Moore, and Poulenc, as well as current 
composers such as Leslie Uyeda. She has performed and recorded new music for 
current composers Arvin Fekri and Heather Cattanach. She also continues to teach 
both locally and abroad. 



The Earl Grey Saxes 

Sam Lord, Simon McCann Camille Cas-

tledine Paul and Cath Cormie  

Based in the Scottish Borders, the Earl 

Greys are a group of very talented          

musicians in their own right who have also 

been playing together in various groups for 

over two decades. That coupled with their 

love of 'posh tea' and homemade cake gave Paul the idea to form them into a 

group.  It turned out to be the best idea ever.. .they get to drink tea, eat cake 

and enjoy playing a wide variety of music for any occasion mostly arranged by 

Sam     They were part of the Berwick Sound Waite and Sea Project which in-

cluded a specially commissioned piece for them from Ailie Robertson by  

Strongback Productions and also part of Great Song of the North.  They were 

part of the Steampunk Themed Metal Baroque Gig also in The Maltings in    

conjunction with singers from Rocket Opera which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

They gave the first performance of an arrangement of Bernard Hermann's    

Psycho by Matthew Rooke as part of 'the Earl Greys at the Movies' concert in 

The Maltings.  

2020 things were quiet until... 

They were lucky enough to be asked in the December to play in front of the 

Duke and Duchess of Cambridge as part of Here for Culture and managed to 

play outdoors giving performances for care homes and others after that 

2021 

They carried on with outdoor garden rehearsals and performances as well as an 

online interview with the children of St Mary’s First School.  They went on to 

play as part of GlastonBerwick ! 

They also gave a Christmas Concert for Memory Laners a local music and       

activity group for dementia sufferers and their carers whom they have worked 

with since. 

2022 

Was another exciting year for them  with schools workshops and  many         

performances including playing for the jubilee celebrations in both Foulden and 

Berwick as well as GlastonBerwick II and their fourth visit to North Yorkshire  

Nick Milburn 
 
Nick has been Musical Director of the Nottingham   
Hospitals Choir since 2006 and Burton Joyce Choral  
Society since 2014.  
 
He is also a tenor lay clerk in the choir of St Barnabas 
(Nottingham) Cathedral.  
 

He holds an honours degree in music at ARU in Cambridge where he majored on 
Oboe and held the post of chapel organist at St Edmunds College; his many musical 
interests include: piano, oboe, organ, percussion, singing and conducting. He has 
conducted in many locations including: Nottingham’s Royal Concert Hall, Albert 
Hall, St Barnabas Cathedral, Southwell Minster, as well as Liverpool’s Anglican   
Cathedral. 
 
Nick has a passion for the music of contemporary composers, performing in       
several first performances of the music of Alex Patterson and Amy Summers, and 
has commissioned works from Alan Bullard, Nick Thorpe, Rob Steadman and most 
recently, Colin Wolfe, as well as championing the music of Bob Chilcott. 
 
Nick has worked at local Music Shop, Windblowers, since graduating in 1998 and 
since their closure in 2022 is now General Manager of the new Windblowers. He 
has attended workshops with Sir Colin Davis, Bob Chilcott, Nigel Perrin and Sir   
Andrew Davis. 
 
He has toured extensively as a musician throughout Europe and also to the Eastern 
USA, Australia and Singapore. Nick can sometimes be heard on BBC Radio   
Nottingham’s Sunday morning show with John Holmes MBE, as a guest reviewer. 
Nick has added the skill of Choral workshop leader, and has adjudicated at several 
music festivals in the local area. 
 
In his spare time he and his partner Amy take their cocker spaniel on walks and 
enjoys time away, especially in the Yorkshire Dales, and Menorca. 



Harris Playfair and Heather Cattanach 

  

Husband and wife Harris Playfair and 

Heather Cattanach first performed as a  pi-

ano duo at the 2008 Sunshine Coast School 

of Celtic Music, Canada, playing an arrange-

ment of two tunes which they had each 

written in modern            traditional style, and this has developed into an 

enduring core vision of their duo. 

 “H & H” concentrate on two main seams of musical inspiration, namely the 

rich heritage of arrangements of symphonic classical repertoire, and also 

their own compositions and arrangements.  

“H & H” perform regularly at venues in and around the Borders either as 4 

hands 1 piano, with 2 pianos, or with piano and harmonium. They have      

enjoyed collaborating with other musicians and groups in the recent past   

including Roman Baca’s dance troupe for the Rite of Spring at the Maltings 

in 2019, fiddler Carly Blain and Highline, the Mosaic ladies choir, and other 

local groups. 

They have also become regular performers at Marchmont estate, perform-

ing on a rare “Merlin” fortepiano/harpsichord, which was designed as a duet    

instrument. 

This year features very special collaborations with Holly Beckmyer and Sam 

Lord, both talented multi-instrumentalists. 

Finlay McDermid 
Finlay McDermid is an experienced music     

animateur and professional music therapist 

with an appreciation of the capacity for the arts 

to foster connection and reflection throughout 

people's lives.  

 

Developing as a creative music practitioner working with community   

music  projects including TRASH Arts (for significant periods during the 

early 2000s),   involved facilitating educational and community projects 

across the Borders and further afield, focussing increasingly on work with 

children and adults with  earning disabilities and older adults.  

 

Developing in this role with Sage Gateshead as a community musician 

and music therapist (as a trainee and employed 2015-2018) and since 

2018 as a music  therapist with Nordoff Robbins, the UK's largest music 

therapy charity, Finlay continues to enjoy learning, sharing and living 

through musicing in facilitated  projects for wellbeing and everyday life. 

 

Finlay is also a talented percussionist and kit player and has a wide     

ranging  experience over decades of playing in a variety of settings. 

He has most recently become one of the resident drummers for the     

Bader’s Big Band 


